
    

Share the Linton Share the Linton Share the Linton Share the Linton 
Family HistoryFamily HistoryFamily HistoryFamily History    

October 2003 Monthly Newsletter / Volume 5 
Dedicated to Bringing Together the Posterity of Samuel Linton & Ellen Sutton 

 
 
 

Origin of 
the name 
�LINTON�:   
Does anyone have  
information on the 
origin of the name 
LINTON?  Here�s 
some information I 
received, but would 
like to get more 
feedback to share 
with the family:  
 
�Linton is a 
Scottish name and 
it is from the gaelic 
meaning "pool, 
stream or torrent" 
the lin/lyn being 
the first element. 
There are a 
number of place 
names in lowland 
Scotland of this 
name. The name 
goes back as far 
and beyond 1208. 
A famous Linton 
was Bernard de 
Linton, abbot of 
Abroath and cleric 
to Robert the 
Bruce. The Abbot 
was responsible for 
drawing up the 
Scottish declaration 
of independance.�  
 
 

What Happened to Our 
Philadelphia Linton Cousins? 

 
Our common ancestor, Great Grandfather Samuel Linton, had eight siblings: Margaret, 
Sarah Jane, Mary Ann, William, Josiah, John, Elizabeth and James S. 
 
His family immigrated from Ireland to Canada around 1833, and then moved to 
Philadelphia about 1848.  Most of the family remained in Philadelphia for many years.  At 
the time of the 1880 US Census, six of the eight living children were living in 
Philadelphia. Eldest sister, Margaret may have remained in Canada (we�re not sure what 
happened to her�does anyone have info. on her?), William Jr. died in 1862, and our 
ancestor, Samuel Linton, was living in Utah. 
 
In 1880, their mother Elizabeth Selfridge was 74 years and living with daughter Elizabeth 

and her husband James Porter.  Mother Elizabeth�s 
occupation was listed in the census as �keeps 
house.�  
 
Here�s what we now know about the nine 
children of William Linton and Elizabeth 
Selfridge: 
 
Margaret Linton (b. 1825 in Ireland) � married John 
McGlinchie.  We do not have any more information 
about this family. Perhaps she married John in 
Canada and remained there?   
 
Samuel Linton (our ancestor, b. 1828 Tyrone 
County, Ireland) �Joined the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints (the Mormons) in 1854 and 
moved to Utah.  (see Samuel Linton 
autobiographical sketch for more details). At the 
time of the 1880 census, Samuel was living in 

Nephi, UT and was the father of nine children.  
 
Sara Jane Linton (b. 1830 Tyrone County, Ireland) Joined brother Samuel in Philadelphia 
in 1849 to live with their cousin Robert Selfridge.  In 1880, Sara Jane was 49 years old and 
married to Matthew Ralston in Philadelphia.  Matthew was a laborer and 48 years old.  
Sara�s occupation listed as �keeps house.�  They had three children:  William 23 years; 
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Josiah 20 years; and Margaret 18 years.  Sara Jane was 75 years 1 month and 21days old at 
death.  She died of Tuberculosis.  She lived with William L.Ralston (her son) at 2335 
S.15th St., Philadelphia. 
 
Mary Ann Linton (b. 1833)  Was 48 years old in 1880 and living with her mother and 
younger sister Elizabeth and her husband in Philadelphia.  Mary Ann�s occupation is 
simply listed as: �at home.�  To our knowledge, she was never married and is buried along 
with her parents in graves 7 and 8 Lot 116, Mweion Awxrion, Westminster Cemetery. 
 
William Linton (b. 1836) � William died at the age of 26 in 1862. Cause of death 
unknown. He is buried in Westminster Cemetery. 
 
Josiah Selfridge Linton (b. 1839/1841) 
Enlisted in the 18th Pennsylvania Regiment 
(Civil War), under Colonel W.T.Lewis, the 
enrollment being for a service of three 
months. On the expiration of his service he 
returned to Philadelphia and was employed 
by the government for three years at the 
Schuykill Arsenal (arsenal made military 
clothing).  Josiah married K(C)atherine Heft 
in the Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia 
in 1863.  In the1880 Census, Josiah is listed 
as living with his wife and her parents.  He 
was 39 years old and occupation listed as 
�paper and rag � dealer�.  They had one son, Jacob D.H. Linton, one years old. Catherine�s 
father (and head of household) listed as Jacob D. Heft, 54 years, occupation: C & W 
Manufacturer and Dyer. Later, the 1910 Philadelphia Census lists their children as �Dr. Jay 
D.L., 30 yrs and W. Horace, 27 years.� 
 
His Death Certificate states cause of death as General Arterio Sclerosis. Address at time of 
death was 139 Rochelle Ave.   
 
John S. Linton (b. 1842) 1880 census lists age as 38 years and occupation as a police 
officer.  Wife: Anna J. Linton, 38 years.  Children:  William S.: 11 years; Robert M.: 8 
yrs.; John B.: 6 years; Ella M.: 3 years.  1881 Philadelphia City Directory lists their 
address as 1508 Dorrace.  1887 City directory listed his residence as 1514 Dorrace. Cause 
of death listed as carcinoma of the long intestine.   
 
Elizabeth Linton (b. 1845)  34 yrs old in 1880.  Occupation:  keeps house.  Her husband,  
James A. Porter, was Irish, 33 years old, and a train dispatcher.  Also living in the 
household were Elizabeth Selfridge (location: 1132 S. 16th Street), as mentioned above, 
and Elizabeth�s elder sister, Mary Ann Linton, age 38.  Elizabeth and James had two 
children at the time.  James Henry Porter (jr.): 8 years old and Elizabeth L. Porter: one 
month old.  This family also appears in the 1910 Philadelphia, PA census. A third child, 
Josiah L. Porter is listed as 24 years (b. 1886�born after the 1880 census).  Elizabeth died 
from Auricular Fibrillation when she was 76 years old. At the time, she was living at 2240 
So. Hemberger St.   
 
James Linton (b. 1848)  1878 Philadelphia City Directory indicates that he was living with 
his elder sister Elizabeth & husband James Porter. Mother Elizabeth and sister Mary Ann 
also lived here. 1880 Census lists James� as 32 years old and occupation: �clerk P R.R.�  
(Penn. Railroad).  His wife was Martha Linton, 31 yrs.  James and Martha had two sons 
and a daughter:  William A.: 9 years; Elizabeth P.: 5 years; and Jay S.: 1 yr.  1881 City 
Directory lists residence as 1540 Dorrace (neighbor to brother John).   
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